
From the Desk of the 
Principal 
Dear Parents and Guardians, 
  
Every year the SACK Foundation (Simple Acts of Care and 
Kindness) puts on the World Kindness Youth Conference for our 
fourth graders. This year it will be held on October 8 and 9. For 
over a fourteen years, Don and Shirley Zink have been 
committed to helping children live, laugh and love in a bully-free 

environment through their foundation, Since the foundation’s establishment in 1999, S.A.C.K has been 
committed to instilling the values of kindness and compassion among the children in our community. 
According to Zink, “What we want to accomplish is to give children the strategies to help them in 
tough situations. To let them know that they can make a difference in the world as they are…who they 
are.” 
  
Did you know that children as young as toddlers have innate feelings of compassion and empathy? 
Empathy is defined as the ability to imagine walking in the shoes of another. Compassion is the 
emotional response generated by the suffering of others and then wanting to act on it by helping. 
Research says the empathy, compassion and the resulting kindness one can instill are key ingredients 
to a life of happiness. What we do as adults matters in raising our children to further develop those 
innate responses. 

The choices we make as adults are like tweets. They are powerful shorthand communications to the 
young people around us. We have to allow our children to participate and actively help others.  Every 
year we have students who want to raise money for people who are victim to natural disasters, collect 
shoes for those that do not have any or collect pennies for those children who have leukemia. They are 
cultivating empathy. 

The unique interests of young people invite giving. There is no hierarchy in giving. One parent offered 
this wisdom. “Let your children’s passions drive their giving.” Adults can add context. Holiday 
celebrations — from Chanukah to Ramadan, to the Festival of Lights and Christmas — invite conversation 
about what they mean for the happiness that comes from giving. Secular holidays like Labor Day and 
Martin Luther KingDay invite stories about giving of ourselves to something larger than our self-interest. 

Service is the conduit through which a child’s empathy leads to acts of compassion. A parent should 
listened to the lead and intuition of her child. Some children want to feed the hungry or collect toiletry 
products to give the homeless on the street. This can become an opportunity to talk to your child about 
the needs of others.  Adult awareness and listening to the desire to serve is as illuminating as the 
orchestrated service projects of a school, faith or community group. 

Adults who take time to share their stories can leave a powerful impact on a child's imagination. A 
young person’s experience can be an equally powerful story. By sharing our own stories of empathy 
and caring, it can eventually become your child’s story about compassion, empathy and kindness. 

Thanks for raising caring and empathetic children.  It really does make a difference. 

Michele Derus 
Proud Principal 
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Mark your 
Calendar 

Boots and 
Bling 
Father Daughter 
Dance Oct. 12th 

Box Tops 
Contest  
Oct. 19th  

Reflections   
Oct. 19th 

Red Ribbon 
Week  
Oct. 22-26th 

Robotics 
Nov. 7th      
tracks A & D 

Canned Food 
Drive 
Nov/ Dec 

Holiday 
Boutique  
Dec. 4th and 6th 

Valentine 
Family Event  
Feb. 8th

EASTVALE ELEMENTARY FALL 2018

THE WILDCAT REVIEW 
Every Child, Every Day, Every Minute, By Everyone



A Word from the Assistant 
Principal 
Welcome back to the 2018/2019 school year!  It is hard 
to believe I have been here at Eastvale Elementary for 1 
year as the time flown by. I absolutely love our school 
and community!  Last year we adopted and 
implemented a new reading program and started using 
i-Ready in the classroom and at home.  The support we 
received from parents, students, and staff has been 
amazing and is a true testament to the family 
atmosphere our school has been able to achieve.  I want to thank each member of our school community 
who gave time, energy, supplies, and moral support to our students and staff as we transitioned through 
these new programs.  I am truly blessed to be serving here at Eastvale. 
This year our district implemented new Attendance Policies and Procedures. In an effort to communicate 
these policies and procedures with families we sent home a letter in our Back To School Packet, asked 
teachers to discuss the new policies at Back To School Night, and posted the information on our website.  I 
would like to take a moment to share our district and school message with you. 
One of our goals this year is to ensure that every student attends regularly.  Showing up for school has a 
huge impact on a student’s academic success starting in kindergarten and continuing through high 

school.  We realize some absences are unable 
due to health conditions or other 
circumstances.  However, we also know that 
when students miss too much school – 
regardless of the reason – it can cause them 
to fall behind academically. Your child is less 
likely to succeed in school if he or she is 

chronically absent. Absences can add up quickly. A child is chronically absent if he or she misses just two 
days every month. 
In an effort to collaborate with you and keep you informed of your child’s attendance, our school will be 
reaching out to you in the event that your child misses school this year based on the guidelines below: 

 Letters will be sent out to parents even if you have called to excuse your student’s absence and turned in 
a doctor’s’ note.  Events include tardies, early outs, excused absences, truancies, and verified truancies. 
Verified truancies are when you called to let us know your student will out for personal reasons, a vacation 
day, a family visit, Disneyland, and other activities. 
Please remember that every absence matters and just a couple of days each month adds up.  Families are 
the key to improving attendance.  We hope to work together to encourage your child to strive for FEWER 
THAN 4 absences TO LEARN MORE this school year.  
Thank you for all you do for our staff, students, and community.  I am looking forward to this new school 
year and everything it will bring. 
Sincerely, 
Heather M Griffiths, Ed.D  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Notification # of Events
Letter 1 7 attendance events
Letter 2 10 attendance events
Letter 3 15 attendance events
Meeting 15 absences / tardies / early outs
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Dear Eastvale Wildcats Families, 

On behalf of the Parent Teacher Association (PTA), I extend a warm 
welcome to the entire Eastvale Elementary community.  My name is Lisa 
Wang, your PTA President for the 2018-2019 school year. As I embark on 
my second term as PTA President, I am looking forward to another 
exciting year. 

The years here at Eastvale Elementary will go by fast. These are the years that we lay down the 
foundation for our children’s education and more importantly the type of person we hope they 
become. These years are years that we will never get back. That is why I highly encourage all of 
you to attend some of our exciting programs and family events that we have planned for the 
2018-2019 school year. Our family events are a great opportunity to create lasting memories with 
your child. 

We will be bringing back some of our more popular fundraisers throughout the year, such as “ 
West Coast Fundraising,” Baskin Robbins, and Blaze Pizza. We also invite you all to join our 
growing PTA family. It’s only $8, but your $8 goes a long way. Your support helps pay for many 
events and fun programs throughout the year. Last year, thanks to the generosity of our parents, 
our PTA was able to raise over $20,000 to donate back to our school. This $20,000 will be used 
throughout the coming school year to help pay for much needed educational technology for our 
students such as additional laptops for all classrooms.  

For the PTA to be effective and truly representative of our school, everyone’s participation is 
essential. We as a PTA are always looking for volunteers be it moms, dads, grandparents, or other 
family members. Without our volunteers we would not be able to accomplish all of the things we 
have planned. We want everyone to feel that they are part of the Eastvale Elementary school 
community. Whether you have 30 minutes or a couple of hours, your ideas, your time, and your 
talents are truly needed. If you would like to volunteer, please keep your eye out for our 
volunteer form that will be coming home.  

Thank you to each and everyone of you. We look forward to your support in the 2018-2019 
school year.  

Please feel free to reach out to me at eastvalepta@gmail.com if you have any questions or need 
anything throughout the year. 

Sincerely, 
Lisa Wang 
PTA President 

Eastvale Elementary	                Eastvale Elementary PTA 

Eastvale  
Elementary  

PTA

PTA PRESIDENT

mailto:eastvalepta@gmail.com
mailto:eastvalepta@gmail.com
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We began the PTA Reflections competition this 
September! The program theme this year is “Heroes 
Around Me” and students are creating projects in the 
categories of Visual Arts, Film, DanceChoreography, Music 
Composition, Literature, and Photography. This PTA sponsored 
program is an amazing way for our Wildcats to shine in the arts! 
Please follow the rules closely that were sent home, pay 
attention to the theme, and also turn in projects to your child’s 
teacher before October 19. If you have questions please see 
Mrs. Sweaza, Mrs. Hart, or Mrs. Motto. Thanks for helping to 
support Reflections with your children so their artistic gifts can 
help us all to visualize “Heroes Around Me”.                                                                                  
Lizette Sweaza                                                                                                                     
Teacher Representative                      

BOX TOPS  
Eastvale Elementary PTA has started our Fall Box Tops fundraiser and hope to collect 10,000 
Box Tops by the end of October.  Each Box Top is worth 10¢ and this is an easy way for our 
school to earn extra money.  The contest ends on September 27th for 
track A and October 19th for tracks B, C, and D.  We collect Box Tops 
all year round, so please continue to turn them in after the contest 
deadline.  Also, don’t forget to register on http://
www.boxtops4education.com to stay updated on our school’s 
earnings, sweepstakes, and in-store offers.  Local grocery stores and 
membership clubs often run specials for up to 100 Bonus Box 
Tops!  The lower-grade and upper-grade classes that collect the most 
Box Tops will receive a popsicle party.  We appreciate your participation. 

Michelle Pompa 
Box Tops Coordinator 

FUNDRAISING 
A and D Wildcats closed their West Coast Fundraiser on Friday, August 24th. Items for A track 
were delivered on Monday, September 24th. B and C track closed their West Coast Fundraiser 

on Friday, September 21st with online sales extended until Friday, 
September 28th. Great job Wildcats at our Baskin Robbins 
fundraiser on September 5th! It was very successful and very 
fun! Stay tuned for our next family fun night! 

Melissa Sumners  
VP of Ways & Means 

REFLECTIONS

http://www.boxtops4education.com/
http://www.boxtops4education.com/
http://www.boxtops4education.com/
http://www.boxtops4education.com/
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MEMBERSHIP 
All students that have signed up for PTA membership by October 10th will be attending our 
SWEET SHOPPE FOR A SWEET TREAT in October, don’t miss out!! For all membership contests 
and incentives every student needs to sign up as a PTA member, for example if you have 3 
children attending our school, every child needs to sign up with their class in order to be included 
for the contests and incentives. There is still time to sign up!! Membership is $8 per person & is 
good for the whole school year. As a PTA member you will receive discounts at all our school 
events for the year and you will help pay for our Assemblies, Field Trips, Art Teachers, Reading 
Programs, and so much more. So sign up today!! 

Julie Johnson  

VP of Membership 

Class with 100% PTA Membership 
Participation 

MRS. SWEAZA’S CLASS 
MRS. HUA’S CLASS  
MRS. LEWIS’S CLASS 
MRS. MACDONALD’S CLASS 

A big THANK YOU to our SILVER AND 
GOLD PAW MEMBERS: 

GOLD PAW MEMBERS $100 
Jenna Jones 

Vivian Sun & Naomi Gao 

Preet Patel 

Julie, Paul, & Jake Johnson 

Nikki & Jayden Wang 

Brent & Mick Chen 

Paul & Elaine Gutierrez 

Yu Yin Huang & Yuxuan Zhang 

Xiaoxia Gong, RongGuang Chen, & 

Andy Gong Chen 

Yuan & Aaron Chen 

Martha, Rick, Brooke Rodriguez, & 

Maricruz Gutierrez (DOUBLE GOLD 

PAW MEMBER) 

Alice & Nicholas Nguyen (DOUBLE 

GOLD PAW MEMBER) 

Poonam, Amit, Arvinol, Ansuya, Jayin, 

Harry, & Hemu Patel (TRIPLE GOLD 

PAW MEMBER) 

Amber & Marc Chadwick 

Mimi Chen & Chloe Ye 

Naga Arige & Eswar Arige 

Ravindra & Rayne Gandhe 

Connor Ye & Mimi Chen 

Terri & Clyde Oduca 

Hsin Huang Chang, Lucas & Ethan 

Chang (DOUBLE GOLD PAW 

MEMBER) 

Sunil Cyxiac, July Sunil, Edwin & Elise 

Abraham 

Sebastian & Diego Torres 

Christy & Greg Stevens 

SILVER PAW MEMBERS $50 

David & Christina Wisner 

Julie & Emma Gast 

Jasmine Zhu 

Jose Tlaseca & Stacy Barker 

Michelle & Hailey Nickerson 

Armando, Heidi, & Rachelle Gutierrez 

Brianna & Steven Rugg 

Chuck & Ashley Nickerson 

Tracy Folkman 

Giale Guan, Quan Chiem, & AJ Guan 

Stephanie, Tommy, & Nolan Yu 

Jennet Sison, Selen, & Aria Denila 

Stacey, Mike, & Jamison Templeton 

Michelle, Jesse, Hugo, & Evangeline 

Pompa 

Ratan & Soujanya Siram 

Peishan, Yuen, Kevin Ding 

Gary & Arlene Arcega 

Faith & Leila Amaya 

Abney Singh & Simran Kaur 

Jackie & Bradley Sims 

Harminder Kaur & Gurdip Singh 

Gurunath G & Sreelakshmi C 

Art & Kesha Warren 

Megan & Sean Farley 

Interested in becoming a Silver or 

Gold Paw Member??  Here’s what you 

get with the membership: 

Silver Paw Membership $50 

Receive 2 Membership cards 

Recognition in our school newsletter 

VIP entrance to all PTA events 

Gold Paw Membership $100 

Receive 2 Membership cards 

Recognition in our school newsletter 

VIP entrance & extra discount to all 

PTA events 

Student gets to have a special lunch 

with the Principal 
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RED RIBBON WEEK - 
October 22 - 26

The Red Ribbon Campaign is the oldest and largest drug 
prevention program in the nation. Red Ribbon Week is about 
encouraging students to focus on making healthy choices that 

will keep them drug-free. Thank you for your support and 
participation in making Red Ribbon Week a success. This year’s 

theme is Life Is Your Journey, Travel Drug Free. 

Monday - GIVE DRUGS THE BOOT  Dress in western apparel. 

Tuesday - BEING DRUG FREE TAKES YOU PLACES Wear a shirt from one of your favorite places. 

Wednesday - TELL DRUGS TO TAKE A HIKE Dress for a camping or hiking trip and BMX ASSEMBLY! 

Thursday - PROUD TO BE ME, DRUG FREE Wear something from your family’s culture. 

Friday - DRUGS AREN’T AMUSING Dress as a character from your favorite amusement park.

On September 18th we were able to host another 
blood drive through the Red Cross. It was a very 
successful day. 34 donors came and enough blood 
was donated to potentially save 96 lives!  

We also 
had BeThe Match attend recruiting potential bone 

marrow donors. Joining the Be The Match Registry means volunteering to be 
listed as a potential blood stem cell donor, ready to save the life of any patient in need of 
a transplant. If you were unable to be there you can still register on bethematch.org. 

This year we will continue to have the popular after school programs that we have had in the 
past; Chess Masters (July - Oct), Art Stars (year round), Mad Science (Mar - Apr) and will be 
adding a new Robotics program (Nov. - Feb). Watch for more information to be coming 
home with your student. 

Amber Chadwick 
VP of Programs 

 

PROGRAMS

http://bethematch.org
http://bethematch.org

